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5 FIELD OF IHVgWTION 

The present invention relates to the field of DNA 
vaccines and is particulsurly concerned with modified 
alpha virus vectors for use in such vaccines. 

BACKqROUND OF THE IWVgKTION 

10 Semliki Forest virus (SFV) is a member of the 

Alphavirus genus in the Togaviridae family. The mature 
virus particle contains a single copy of a ssRNA genome 
with a positive polarity that is 5 • -capped and 3 * - 
polyadenylated. It functions as an mRNA and naked RNA 

15 can start an infection when introduced into cells, ^pon 
infection/transfection, the 5* two-thirds of the genome 
is translated into a polyprotein that is processed into 
the four nonstructural proteins (nsPl to 4) by self 
cleavage. Once the ns proteins have been synthesized 

20 they are responsible for replicating the plus-strand 
(42S) genome into full-length minus strands (ref • 14) , 
These minus -strands then serve as templates for the 
synthesis of new plus-strand (42S) genomes and the 26S 
subgenomic mRNA (ref. 1 - Throughout this application, 

25 various references are cited in parentheses to describe 
more fully the state of the art to which this invention 
pertains. Full bibliographic information for each 
citation is found at the end of the specification. The 
disclosures of these references are hereby incorporated 

30 by reference into the present disclosure) . This 
subgenomic mRNA, which is colinear with the last one- 
third of the genome, encodes the SFV structural 
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proteins. In 1991 Liljestrom and Garoff (ref. 2) 
designed a series of expression vectors based on the SFV 
CDNA replicon. These vectors had the virus structural 
protein genes deleted to make the way for heterologous 
inserts, but preserved the nonstructiiral coding region 
for production of the nsPl to 4 replicase complex. 
Short 5 ' cind 3 * secjuence elements required for RNA 
replication were also * preserved. A polylinker site was 
inserted downstream from the 26S promoter followed by 
translation stop sites in all three frames. An Spel 
site was inserted just after the 3» end of the SFV CDNA 
for linearization of the plasmid for use In vitro 
transcription reactions. 

Injection of SFV RNA encoding a heterologous 
protein have been shown to result in the expression of 
the foreign protein and the induction of smtibody in a 
number of studies (refs. 3,4) . The use of SFV RNA 
inoculation to express foreign proteins for the purpose 
of immunization would have several of the advantages 
associated with plasmid DNA immunization! For example, 
SFV RNA encoding a viral antigen may be introduced in 
the presence of antibody to that virus without a loss in 
potency due to . neutralization by antibodies to the 
virus. Also, because the protein is expressed in vivo 
the protein should have the same conformation as the 
protein expressed by the virus itself. Therefore, 
concerns about conformational changes which could occur 
during protein purification leading to a loss in 
immunogenicity, protective epitopes and possibly 
immunopotentiation, could be avoided by plasmid DNA 
immunization. 
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In WO95/27044, the disclosure of which is 
incorporated herein by reference, there is described the 
use of alphavirus cDNA vectors based on cDNA 
complementary to the alphavirus RNA sequence. Once 
5 transcribed from the cDNA under transceptional control 
of a heterologous promoter, the alphavirus RNA is able 
to self -replicate by means of its own replicase and 
thereby amplify the copy number of the transcribed 
recombinant RNA molecules. 

10 SUMMARY OF THE lynngNTION 

The present invention is concerned with 
modifications to the alphavirus cDNA vectors described 
in the aforementioned WO 95/27044 to permit enhanced 
replication of the alphavirus. In the present 

15 invention, a heterologous splice site is introduced 
into the alphavirus replicon sequence , particularly 
that of Semliki Forest virus (SFV) . 

Accordingly, in one aspect, the present invention 
provides an expression vector comprising a DNA molecule 

20 complementary to at least part of an alphavirus RNA 
genome, which DNA molecule comprises the complement of 
the complete alphavirus RNA genome regions which are 
essential for replication of the said alphavirus RNA, 
and further comprises a heterologous DNA sequence 

25 capable of expression in a suitable host, such as a 
human or animal host, said heterologous DNA sequence 
being inserted into a region of the DNA molecule which 
is non-essential to replication thereof, and the DNA 
molecule being placed under transcriptional control of 

30 a promoter sequence functional in said animal or human 
host, wherein at least one heterologous splice site is 
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provided in the DNA molecule to prevent aberrant RNA 
splicing of the alphavirus. 

The alphavirus molecule is a large molecule and, 
accordingly, there is a high probability of cryptic 
5 splice sites, thereby in^airing the replication of the 
alphavirus and hence its ability to express the 
heterlogous DNA is impaired. By introducing the at 
least one optimal heterologous splice site in 
accordance with the present invention into the 

10 alpha\lj.*us replicon sequence, any splicing is likely to 
be directed at the heterologous splice site rather than 
any cryptic splice sites, restores the function of the 
SFV replicon when removed, and may improve transport of 
RNA from the nucleus (ref. 6). 

15 In the constructs provided herein, the promoter is 

placed upstream of the 5' -end of the alphavirus 
sequence, such that the resultant transcript has an 
authentic 5 ' -end, which is required for the efficient 
replication of the alphavirus RNA replicon. 

20 In addition, there may be provided at the 3 'end of 

the Semliki Forest virus segment, a hepatitis delta 
virus ribozyme sequence to ensure proper in vivo 
cleavage at the 3 ' -end of the sequence . Any other 
convenient sequence may be employed to achieve this 

25 effect. 

The heterologous splice site sequence may be 
provided by the nucleotide sequence of the rabbit P- 
. globin intron II, as described in reference 5. Such 
heterologous splice site sec[uence may be inserted into 
30 the complement sequence at any convenient location 
which generates perfect splice junctions. This 
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precludes replication of the alphavirus, unless it is 
authentically removed by splicing. . 

I have identified five suitable sites in the SFV 
replicon, which are contained within an EcoRV-Spel 
5 fragment of the replicon which is 8010 bp in length 
(Fig. 3) . The first such site is a Ppu-MI site, at 
position 2719 within the EcoRV-Spel fragment. 

In constructing the modified vectors provided 
herein, the EcoRV-Spel fragment is cut with Ppu-MI at 

10 position 2719 and made blunt-ended with Mung Bean 
nuclease, which removes three bases from the SFV 
sequence. A blunt-ended P-globin II intron, which is 
536 bp long, is ligated into the site and replaces the 
missing three bases with sequence added to the 3 '-end 

15 of the P-globin intron sequence (Fig. 1) . 

The other four suitable sites for insertion of the 
Intron are the PvuII sites at bp 2518, 3113, 6498 and 
6872 of the EcoRV-Spel fragment. Insertion of the 
Intron is achieved by cutting with PvuII (a blunt end 

20 cutter) and the blunt-ended p-globin II intron sequence 
(Pig. 2) is ligated into one or more of these sites. 

In a further aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a cloning vector suitable for 
expression in a host cell of an heterologous DNA 

25 sequence, which comprises a DNA molecule complementing 
to at least part of an alphavirus RNA genome, which DNA 
molecule comprises the complement of the complete 
alphavirus RNA genome regions and has a cloning site 
for insertion therein of a heterologous DNA sequence 

30 capable of expression in a host cell, said cloning site 
being located in a region of the DNA molecule which is 
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non-essential to replication thereof ; a promoter 
sequence functional in said host cell and 
transcriptionally controlling said DNA molecule, said 
promoter sequence being placed upstream of the 5 '-end 
of the DNA molecule such that the resultant transcript 
had an authentic 5' end; at least one heterologous 
splice set provided in the complement of the DNA 
molecule to generate perfect splice junctions in the 
alphavirus in order to prevent aberrant splicing and an 
additional DNA sequence at the 3 ' -end of the DNA 
molecule to direct proper in vivo cleavage at the 3 ' - 
end of the reactant mRNA transcript. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 
Figure 1 shows the DNA sequence of the P-globin 
intron II including three additional nucleotides at the 
3' -end thereof (SEQ ID No:l); 

Figure 2 shows the DNA sequence of the p-globin 
intron II (SEQ ID No:2) ; 

Figures 3A to 3C show the DNA sequence of the 
EcoRV-Spel fragment of Semliki Forest virus replicon 
(SEQ ID No: 3) ; 

Figures 4A to 4D show the DNA sequence of the pSFV 
link (SEQ ID no: 4) prepared as illustrated in Figure 
5; 

Figure 5 shows construction of pSFVlink (11060 bp) 
from pSFVl using a linker sequence (SEQ ID nos: 5,6); 

Figures 6A to 6D show the nucleotide sequence of 
plasmid pMP76 (SEQ ID no: 11, prepared as illustrated 
in Figures 8A to 8D; 

Figure 7 illustrates subsections of plasmid pSFV 
link (see Figure 5) ; 



wo 99/25859 PCT/CA98/01065 

7 

Figure 8A to 8D show the construction of plasmid 
pMP76 from plasmids pMP53, pMP70, pMP47, pMP55 and 
pMP71 ; 

Figures 9A to 9B show the construction of plasmids 
5 pMP53, pMP54 and pMP55 from plasmid pMP52; 

Figure 10 shows the construction of plasmid MP52 
from pUC19 using a linker sequence (SEQ ID no: 7,8); 

Figures llA to IIB show the construction of 
plasmids pMP46, pMP47 and pMP70 from pUC19 and fragment 
10 from pSFV link, prepared as seen in Figure 7; and 

Figures 12A to 12B show the construction of 
plasmid pMP71 from plasmid pCMV3. 



GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 

15 As discussed above, the present invention provides 

a modified alphavirus DNA. The alphavirus preferably 
is Semliki Forest virus. In particular, the present 
invention provides a cloning vector for heterologous 
gene expression in a host, such as an animal or human. 

20 The promoter sequence may comprise a promoter of 

eukaryotic or prokaryotic origin. Suitable promoters 
are the cytomegalovirus immediate early promoter 
(pCMV) , although other promoters, such as the Rous 
sarcoma virus long- terminal repeat promoter (pRSV) , 

25 since, in the case of these and similar promoters, 
transcription is performed by the DNA-dependent RNA 
polymerase of the host cell. Additionally, the SP6, T3 
or T7 promoters can be used, provided that the cell has 
first been transformed with genes encoding SP6, T3 or 

30 T7 RNA polymerase molecules which are either inserted 
into the chromosome or remain episomal . Expression of 
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these {SPG, T3, T7) RNA polymerase-encoding genes is 
dependent on the host cell DNA-dependent RNA 
polymerase . 

The heterologous DNA insert may comprise the 
coding sequence for a desired product, which may be a 
biologically active protein or polypeptide, for 
example, the heterologous DNA insert may code for HIV 
sequences, e.g., an immunogenic or antigenic protein or 
polypeptide, or a therapeutically active protein or 
polypeptide. The heterologous DNA may also comprise 
additional sequences, such as a sequence complementary 
to an RNA sequence which is a self -cleaving ribozyme 
sequence . 

The DNA vectors provided herein may be 
administered to a host, including a human host, for in 
vivo expression of the heterologous DNA sequence, in 
accordance with a further aspect of the invention, in 
order to generate an immune response in the host, which 
may be a protective immune response. The DNA vectors 
may be further formulated into immunogenic compositions 
for such administration. 

BIOLOGICAL DEPOSITS 

Certain vectors that contain the Semliki Forest 
virus replicon and referred to herein have been 
deposited with the American Type Culture Collection 
(ATCC) located at 10801 University Boulevard, Manassas, 
VA 20110-2209, U.S.A., pursuant to the Budapest Treaty 
and prior to the filing of this application. 

Samples of the deposited plasmids will become 
available to the public upon grant of a patent based 



f 
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upon this United States patent application and all 
restrictions on access to the deposits will be removed 
at that time . Non- viable deposits will be replaced. 
The invention described and claimed herein is not to be 
5 limited in scope by plasmids deposited, since the 
depiosited embodiment is intended only as an illustration 
of the invention. 

Deposit SMsmary 

Plasmid ATCC Designation Date Deposited 

10 pMP76 

EXAMPLES 

The above disclosure generally describes the 
• present invention. A more complete understanding cem 

15 be obtained by reference to the following specific 
Examples , These Examples are described solely for 
purposes of illustration and are not intended to limit 
the scope of the invention. Changes in form and 
substitution of equivalents are contemplated as 

20 circumstances may suggest or render expedient. Although 
specific terms have been employed herein, such terms 
are intended in a descriptive sense and not for 
purposes of limitations. 

Methods of molecular genetics, protein 

25 biochemistry and immunology used but not explicitly 
described in this disclosure and these Examples are 
amply reported in the scientific literature and are 
well within the ability of those skilled in the art. 



30 
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EXAMPLE 1 

. This Example describes the construction of plasmid 
pMP76 as outlined in Figures 5, 1 , 8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, 9A, 
9B, 10, llA, IIB, 12A and 12B. 
5 Plasmid pSFV link was created by restricting 

plasmid pSFVl (Gibco) with BamHI. This plasmid was 
then ligated with a linker (SEQ ID no: 5 and 6) to 
produce plasmid pSFV link (Figures 4A to 4D, Figure 5) . 
Some of the SFV replicon fragments were subcloned 

10 by restricting pSFVlink with EcoRV and Spel and 

isolating the 890bp EcoRV-Spel fragment. This fragment 
was then restricted with EcoRI and the 1906bp EcoRV- 
EcoRI, the 1578bp and 3627bp EcoRI-EcoRI and the 899bp 
EcoRI -Spel fragments isolated (Fig, 7) . 

15 The 1909bp EcoRV-EcoRI SFV fragment was cloned 

into EcoRV-EcoRI restricted plasmid pMP52 to produce 
plasmid pMP53 (Fig.9A). The 899bp EcoRI-Spel SFV 
fragment was cloned into EcoRI-Spel restricted pMP52 to 
produce pMP54 (Fig.9A). Plasmid pMP54 was then 

•20 restricted with Spel and made blunt-ended with Mung 
Bean nuclease. The plasmid was then restricted with 
Bglll, dephosphorylated and ligated to the hepatitis 
delta virus ribozyme linker (SEQ ID nos. 9 and 10), 
that had been phosphorylated, to produce pMP55 (Fig, 

25 9B) . . 

Plasmid pMP52 was created by ligating a 
linker (SEQ ID nos:7,8), into the EcoRI site of pUC19 
(Fig. 10). 

The 1578bp EcoRI -SFV fragment ws cloned into 
30 the EcoRI site of pUC19, to produce pMP46 (Fig.llA). 
This plasmid was then restricted with PpuMl and made 
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blunt-ended with Miing Bean nuclease. The rabbit E- 
globin intron II PCR fragment (Fig.l) was made blunt- 
ended with Mung Bean nuclease, phosphorylated and 
ligated to the PpuMI restricted pMP46 to produce 
5 plasmid pMP70 (Fig.llB) . 

The 3627bp EcoRI SFV fragment was cloned into 
the EcoRI site of pUC19 to produce pMP47 (Fig.llA) . 

Plasmid pCMV3, which contains the CMV 
promoter, Intron A sequence, BGH poly A sequence cuid 

10 SU40 poly A sequence, was restricteJ with Ndel and 

EcoRV. The 3191bp Ndel-EcoRV fragment was isolated and 
dephosphorylated. The 1321bp Ndel-EcoRV fragment was 
isolated and restricted with Sad. The Ndel-SacI 
fragment of 334bp was isolated (Fig.l2A) . The isolated 

15 SacI-EcoRV PCR fragment containing the 5 '-end of SFV 
was ligated to the previously isolated 334bp Ndel -Sad 
fragment and the 3191bp Ndel-EcoRV fragment to produce 
pMP71 (Fig.l2A and 12B) . 

Plasmid pMP53 was then restricted with EcoRI 

20 and BamHI and ligated to the isolated and 

dephosphorylated 2151bp EcoRI fragment from pMP70 
(Fig.SA) . This ligation was then restricted with EcoRV 
and the 4057bp EcoRV-EcoRI fragment purified (Fig.SA) . 

Plasmid pMP47 was restricted with EcoRI and 

25 the 3627bp EcoRI fragment isolated and dephosphorylated 
(Fig.SB) . Plasmid pMP55 was then restricted with 
Bglll, dephosphorylated and restricted with EcoRI. The 
985bp EcoRI-Bglll fragment was isolated and ligated to 
the previously isolated EcoRI fragment from pMP47 

30 (Fig.SB) . The ligation reaction was then 
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phosphorylated and the 4612bp EcoRI-Bglll fragment 
isolated. 

Plasmid pMP71 was restricted with EcoRV and BatnHI 
then dephosphorylated. This fragment was used in a 3- 
way ligation with the previously isolated 4612bp EcoRI- 
Bglll fragment from pMP47 and pMP55, and the 4057bp 
EcoRV-EcoRI fragment from pMP53 and pMP70, to produce 
pMP76 (Figs.SB and 8C) . 

The 5* end of the SFV replicon was produced by PGR 
amplification of pSFVl using primers SFV-5'-3 having 
the sequence 

5 • -ATCTATGAGCTCGTTTAGTGAACCGTATGGCGGATGTGTGACATACA-3 ' 
and EcoR-SPE having the sequence 

5' -TCCACCTCCAAGGATATCCAAGATGAGTGTG-3 • (SEQ ID no: 9 and 
SEQ ID no: 10 respectively) between the CMV promoter 
and the 5' end of the SFV replicon. The resulting PGR 
fragment was restricted with Sad and EcoRV (Fig. 13; 
SEQ ID no: 11) and the fragment isolated. 

SUMMARY OF DISCLOSURE 
In summary of this disclosure, the present 
invention provides a modified alphavirus-based 
expression vector wherein at least one optimal splice 
site is introduced to the alphavirus replicon to 
prevent aberrauit splicing of the alphavirus genome; and 
improve transport of RNA out of the nucleus. 
Modifications are possible within the scope of the 
invention. 
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CLAIMS 

1. An expression vector, comprising a DNA molecule 
complementary to at least part of an alphavirus RNA 

5 / genome, which DNA molecule comprises the complement of 
the complete alphavirus RNA genome regions which are 
essential for replication of the said alphavirus RNA 
and further comprises a heterologous DNA seuence 
capable of expression in a host, said heterologous DNA 

10 sequence being inserted into a region of the DNA 

molecule which is non-essential to replication thereof, 
and the DNA molecule being placed under transcriptional 
control of a promoter secjuence functional in said host, 
wherein at least one heterologous splice site is 

15 provided in the DNA molecule to prevent aberrant RNA 
splicing of the alphavirus. 

2. The vector of claim 1 wherein said promoter is 
placed upstream of the 5 '-end of the DNA molecule such 
that the resultant transcript has an authentic 5 '-end. 

20 3. The vector of claim 2 wherein said promoter is the 
cytomegalovirus immediate early promoter. 

4. The vector of claim 1 which further comprises an 
additional DNA sequence at the 3 '-end of the DNA 
molecule to direct proper in vivo cleavage at the 3 ' - 

25 end of the DNA molecule. 

5. The vector of claim 4 wherein said additional DNA 
sequence comprises a hepatitis delta ribozyme sequence. 

6 . The vector of claim 1 wherein the heterologous 
splice site sequence is provided by the DNA sequence of 

30 the rabbit S-globin intron II. 

7. The vector of claim 6 wherein the heterologous 
splice site sequence is inserted into the DNA molecule 



■wo 99/25859 PCT/CA98A)1065 

15 

at a location which generates perfect splice junctions 
and. restores the function of the SFV replicon when 
removed . 

8 . The vector of claim 1 wherein the alphavirus is a 
5 Simliki Forest virus. 

9. A cloning vector suitcdDle for expression in a host 
cell of an heterologous DNA sequence, which cozvpriBea: 

a DNA molecule complementing to at least part of 
an alphavirus RNA genome, which DNA molecule comprises 

10 the complement of the complete alphavirus RNA genome 

regions and has a cloning site for insertion therein of 
a heterologous DNA sequence capable of expression in a 
host cell, said cloning site being located in a region 
of the DNA molecule which is non-essential to 

15 replication thereof; 

a promoter sequence functional in said host cell 
and transcriptionally controlling said DNA molecule, 
said promoter sequence being placed upstream of the 5'- 
end of the DNA molecule such that the resultant 

20 treuiscript had an authentic 5* end; 

at least one heterologous splice set provided in 
the complement of the DNA molecule to permit aberrant 
RNA splicing of one to generate perfect splice 
junctions in the alphavirus; and 

25 an additional DNA sequence at the 3 ' -end of the 

DNA molecule to direct proper in vivo cleavage at the 
3 ' -end of the reactant RNA molecule . 

10. The cloning vector of claim 9 wherein said 
heterologous splice set is provided by the DNA sequence 

30 of the reibbit E-globin intron II. 
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11. The cloning vector of claim 9 wherein said 
ad<Jitional sequence comprises a hepatitis delta 
ribozyme sequence . 

12 . The cloning vector of claim 8 wherein the 
5 alphavirus is a Semliki Forest virus. 

13 . The cloning vector of claim 8 which has the 
identifying characterist ics of plasmid pMP76 shown in 
Figure 8D. 

14. The cloning vector of claim 8 having SEQ ID no: 
10 11. 
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uxJ(dCjxJuxJ(dCJj-J4-)fdfdxJDiuufdDi-u-Ufd«dfdCjifd 
fdJ->fd(jfdfduouxJiJ(dfdJ-)-ucj4JD)0)00)Ufduufd 

UDi4JUUUUDiUUaUD)OCnUaJD)DOxJjJfdUDiU 

UJ-JutDUfdfdoJfdUfdJ-^-PUDUJJfdJJjJUfdUDiaJu 

D>D>DiO)U U-i-»D)CJJ->D)J->-PDifd U D)UJ->(d U &)DlDlO fd 

UfdxjfdiJfdJ->uuuO)U4JDid)fd-uoiU4J(dD)UfdxJrd 
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Di-uoi4JDi(dfduuDiUfdfdJ->0)D)-uD)fd(dfdxJUDifdaj 
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u-u>jJ di^-u o-P D)0)j-> u-ujj oioJ cnoJi-) UiJ4J 0i(d4J fd 
fd4JDicdUJJOi4J4Jj-»UJ-»o>-uO)fdU4-»0)OJ->tduucdu 

4j&fdUJ-»D>(d&fdDi-U(d(dD)U4JUiJO)D)OJJC)UUU 
jj(duuO)UU&u-uouuufdi->j->(du-u>cn4JO)D)UD) 
0)4JU(d(d(dAJUJ->uO)xJUD)UD)j->ocdfdD)Uu^uDi 

(d(dUfdO(dJ-JDlU-U4JL)-LJrdfdD)D>'dO)D)-UUUUUU 

uau(duutdfd<dJ->-ut7i(duD)0)D)Di4->&uuO)U4Ju 

a5UDl4JJJDOfdU-UOl4-'0)UU(dO)-U(dOD)-U»UO)-UD) 

D)-PDi(d fd u-u>cdJ->-i-j fd tJifd (dd)U o>tdO>OiD)U u o>uj-» 
ajfdJ-JfdUDi4J(d(dODifdD)UDiJ-»fdUJ->fdd)-ufdOi-U(d 

UUUUU-UUfd-UDiOfdJ-ixJD>fdAJxJtT)rdD)L)UdifdDi 
4J4->4J Di-P-i-J DifdxJjJ U (d^JxJ fd-P fd fd U D)0)U Di-U 

D)j->fdfdUi->D)UDfdfdfdD)jJfd4JfdxJUUxJUfdfducn 

D)D)U U U D)4J D14J GdO)4->-lJ U-U4J fd-UJJ-U Olfd 0)U U O) 

xJOUJJCnfdfd-uD)fdUJ-»UfdfdfdU(d4JCn4JD)-uuou 
jjjjfdfdUiJxJ0)fdfdD)j->Di4JfdOfd4JxJjJ0io-u0)D)O 

Ui-)4J-P U fd &XJ U-U) D)L) UJ-> D)Olfd-U D^U Dl-U 0>Olfd D> 

fdJJ-u^iJfdD)-uDiDiUfdOJ->D>fdfdfdUJJD)<duoO)U 
fdfdU4Jfd-uj-»DiuuD)fdfd4-)D)<dJ->uD)j-»uxJuoucn 
fd4->D)fd4J4JaJjJuu-UD)xJUfdD)fduouO)fdt7)UD)0) 
-p o o>&-p D>-P fd D)-p fd fdJ->i-> fdJJ (d fd ODi&u &o t»-u 
&4JO)fd4->fdO)OD>fd^uufdfdi->fdfdUfdi-)UfduxJD) 

(dDifduouuu-uoO)D)-uofdfdfdfd-uu-u>fdD)4JD)xj 
0)xJD)UfdUJJU-PUxJrdfdDifdi->fdtT)Ufd&uxJD)fdu 
xJUD)xJfd&&ucnDiOiJJO)(dfdJ-»Oifd-uu-L)&aJfdfdu 
fd4J&uuuoofdxjfdfddioufdfdfdD)-uDii-^C7)OD)fd 
jj(duoi&i->-pj->fdfdxJUfdJ-)0)-u-p-POD)DiD)0)fduu 
fd&fdDi-u-i->Ufd4JUfdrdfdJ->ufdJ->uxJD»D)fdfdfdL)D) 
4JU4Juucn&oiD)j->fduuuufd^xJjJuuD)4Juuu 

fdDifdUOfdUJ-»fdDiD)U4JaJO)UfdD)-PfdD)fdUOtDO 

xJ(dDifd-U4Jfdfdfd4JfdtJiUfd-u-u-POUD)fdD)fdUfOfd 
D)UoaD)D)UUO)UDiUJ->D)fdxJO)fdUfdUiJjJDiCnfd 

n3xJfd-uD)fdaJfdfdfd-u)Cnu-UfdJJaJD)L)D)4->U0)UxJU 
fdUJJUxJfdD)4->uxJuufdUfdJJfdxJ&D)Dfdfdt7)fdCn 
fdJ-)UD>D)-u-uj-ijJiJjJUfdfdfdJ-)fdudiuU4JU&Ufd 
4JfdfdafdD>D)D)0)oxjfdfdfduaO)UfduD)OiU4-)xJu 
u-Ufdfd(dfd&fd4Jjj(dJ->fduD)UJ-»fdDiuu4JUfduu 

4JU4J O 0)D)J->D)-U U O fdDlUD)J->-P U U-u)0)4J OltDtDD) 

(dUfdUfdfdD)OOixjjjfduufd4-»j->UfduDfdfdfduu 

fdfdD)UUi->ODlU-P0iJJD)fdfdUfdD)C)&&D)C)D)Di& 

uufdfdO)uaJD)xjfdfdfdO)UD>-p-p-p<p'dfd(dt7Jb)fdO) 
4JDi-P0iuDifdfdfdfdfd0iD)D)D)Ofd&fdU(JUfdfdfdfd 

fd&D)fdOifdOfdD^j->uD)0)4JfdfdOfdJ-)0)-uDifdfdUJJ 
fdfd-u0)fdfdCnuufducnuD)O4Jfdfd&-u&fdtJ)Ufdfd 
fdD)&UD)D>0)j->uufduxJOfdfdJ->fdUfdu&0)D)fdJJ 
4->4JU0)UC:nfdfdJ->0)fdfdxj^fdUfdfd&oofdfd4J(dfd 

J-»D)J->UU&CJD)UJJUiJUUfdJJC7)Dl&fdUU4JfdO)D) 

xjfdDiuDiOfduuujJfd-UfdfdUD)UfdUD)j-»aJUUu 
4JuufdOiU4JfdiJfdOfdxJU{dfduujJfdfdcdfdiDUDi 

&aJUJJd)G)UfdtJ)UfdU&UUJJD)U(dD)fdUa4JD)D) 

fdfdUfd(dxj&ut7)D)4->j-»uuD)fdfdUfdJJO&&D)Uu 
fdfdUD)fd-uxJUL)fd&D)fdfdfdfdD)-pfdUfdDi4-)D)fd4J 
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o o o o o o o 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCNOO^O^CNOO 
0(NOO^OV00300^0VOC\]CD^OVDOOfH<Nrs3rOrO 

tnij & 0)fd-u» D)0 (d cjxJ 0)U D|fd fdJJjj u 

4JO)U4JcjuxJ(0DiooiU(dO)yuyyy4J(da^ 

UoJjj u D14J (d4-) Di<0 d)&J-> fO 0)D)OJ-> (0 UDicdDi 
(d4->a5UfdJ-»UJ-)(d4JOi&aJi->fdouo>a5JJUCn(d 

OJXJJJ U UXJ4J fO & U D)D>C7>fd fti aJ-u>.D)D)*d 
(tifdfOUUD)4JUJJUUO)UUU(dJJJJUJ-»4JUU 
4JOJ-)(0xJJJf04-»-U(dD)OD)UfdUaJUDiJJDlD)L) 

Dltd <o Cn-u tnu CnoJ o 0)D)U u u 0)0)D)U u y 
vo aJCnouj-)aJD)fdD)CnD)DincJC7»J->fdJJtyi-uo<T3UftJ 

•H (dUtJ)UfOUUDiOOUJ->D)4Jrd-UO)D)fdUfOUaJ 
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

'^OVDCN00'<^OVDCNC0'^OV0CN00^OVr>0300^O^<N00^ 

'<;^*lnln^vot^oocoa^<Ti0^^1Hc^3^grn'«^^^'^L^ln»X)t^^^ooro 
UO)OJJOicODiD)-MJ->fdDlU4JUUxJ4JO)UUJ-)fd(OUD) 

D)UUO<dU4Jfdt7i&OrdUO)D)0)&J->iJO(TJfdUD)aJfd 
fdJJ(d4-><oa5D>xJjJ(dD)UDfOOi(dJ->fOU(d«daJjJtdcdO) 

O) U U U O 0>O fd O O-U CnD)O^D)<0 DlD)D>0)D)U U fO 

OU-UO)&D)UU(dU-UU4Ja5(0J->Dl4JOO)J-)4J(d(dUU 
a3(daJJJL)D>UU(OD)(d(dL)0)fOU(dUCy)UD)UD)fOUD) 

jJCnDiou(UUCn&CnD)&&ocoauuCnuj->0&-uU4J 
O)xJn3UO)-UJdt0(d(dO)<duoaJ4J(d(0(dUJJ(dfd(dUtt3 

Di«t5ft3J-JfODi4JflJ(OJ->U(TJO)OD)ODiL)(l5D)-POitdD)0)Di 
(dDlDiaJUDlfdUc0(UUOUD>D)a3'0<dD)UcdUUaa3D) 

fd(CtJ)O(dtTiOlDlOlD)Difd4J(d(0CJUD)a5c0D)(0fd-Pt7)-U 
UUxJ(0(dD>4->UOUA->UD)OiUaJ(dOOxJ4JUD)O)D)D) 

(flUJJD)n3O4Jf0O)t7)Ut0f0(d4JD)&CnDl*0UDl4->J->jJt0 

UJJrOUO)a5DiO(T5a5fdfOD)J->0>fT3Cni->U(dU(dD>&JJ(d 
fflO)4JOO&(0(0D)D)a3D)aJfdU-M.UO)O)aJOUUUJJD) 

Cnt0(0UD)Ua3UD)XJ-iJcC4JUa&OUUD)D)UJJjJD)D 
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

OVpCNCD^OV0CN00^OVDCN00^OV0CN00^OV0r^CX)^O 

oOfH1Hc^J^nfn^'^LnvDVD^^^^coa^<T^oo^H(^3CNrn^o^tr) 

UOiD)J-> UJ-)U(OD)U Otn-UtJUU 0)a54JOlDia3 a D)fO Dl 
D)Dl&ifC-U UJJ DiU (d OiU DlO)U (d <T5 D)a3 U 0)U 0)Cy)fd D) 

D)UU(d(d-uu<dOiu-uD^uO)aJfd-U(dcduxJuu(dOi(d 
iJtnujJ DCnfda(di^uoiJ4-»JJ4->D)Oi-[-uu^fd jdJj u 
uuO)aaiiJUfd(duofC^J(dUiJxJjj(drdAJOiUfd-u 
iJa-PUOfdt7)U(dou(d-u<d^O)-u-u»4JuuD)tdUfd4J 

(dcdDio0)iJxJuud)O(dJ-^D)4-»ocdy(diJcd 

D)Uua)4-^D)j->cdO)D)tndiJfd4JxJdiaJO^<uyO)fl3 

uDi4Jajcd(dDiaD)&i->tnU4JuxjrdJ£D)U5(dmDiyy 

tdfdD)xJfd(dU(dD>aSn3&xJjJ(dxJO&)xJjJrdiJr^ 

ucdOuU&fdD^-puxJjJoJxJUJJ-pj^y&^uDu^-u 

fdcn^O)0)-P4JidU4JDiOixJD)4JxJD)^-ucn(dy^yno^ 

(dfdOi^a5UU^CnoxJaJUiJajy4Ja^xJ4JiJiJcd^&^ 

(d (dJJ u td rd-u) fd cnoJ-u cnu-u-u cdxJ-uxJ u jooj u-l^&D) 

U&D^xJUCJD)Ufd(0UD^J->DiUfd-Ufda5UD)4JD)O)U(d 

(dDlD)dU4JDlfOOC7)UUaJCn-PO>4JiJ5fdfd-U^ 

Diu o xj o u u cd u JtJ4J tTi-p DiiJ-U4J (d (d u 0)O fd uxjy 

iJfd(dD)<diJjJxJ4Ja(dD)(T5tJ)Oiu-uaJ5)(daJaJ 

DityiaJD)CP<d(dtd4JG)«^*tJCn<dxJiJDi(ddJJfdAJD)D; 

uu(dutduouofd(d^i-»U4J4JjJi->jJUD)UcdDUDi 

xJtdxJo6)aJouD)Ua5(dxJiJjJxJxJO)Difdn3JJfd-U(dtd 

U (d UJJ Dird d)UJJ OiCnDU-UJJJJJJ OlDldJ DlJJ D)&0)D) 
UJJDiJ->UUOitd<dfdJJD)U-UfCf0JJt7^f0OJ-*^O)JJD)D> 

D)jJ^cdD)(du<duufd(dUJJaJUU(d(dtdJJUJJUJJ(d 
(dD)UUJJUfdfdfd(d(dDiaJD)-t->-i->'^UJJ(dJJO)jJUU(d 

Ditouu<duuu(dD)tPJJDicdfdJJUJJfdfd&jJ(dDiU4J 

(dJJJJ DlJJ fdJJ (diJJJJJ U 0)03 D)JJJJ <d D)&JJ fd u u-t^JJ 
rdfdfdxJjJ(dD)tdJJfdd)fdD)fdJJJJJJ'0JJfduUfd&OiJJ 
jj(dUJJD)UfdUD)UDiuD^U(dUfdUfdJJfdJJUJJjJ(d 

JJ(dUUJJJJUDiJJJJfT5DiJJD)UJJftiD)fdD)UJJUUUU 
fd tJiJJ D)t7)JJ UJJ 0)D)fd UJJ D)JJ-U ftJ D)<d D^fd DiODlU Di 
JJ DiU U D>U-U tj] O (d DltJlJJ OUJJJJ (dJJJJJJJJ & D^D>fd 

jjcdfdJJjJrdDiUJJft3fdUD)0)UJJJJfdJJjJfd(duu-uu 
(dUDJJCnfduucdOiU(dfdD)U(0JJUfd(dJ-»U(duty)fd 

jJUJJJ-»(d&DiUUUO)DlD)fdfTJJJJJJJfOJJfdUJJfdO)JJ 

u D>Diu fdJJ u fd fd fd DijJjJ D)OiJJ-ujJJJjJ o^fdJj oi^jj 
D)jJfCcnfdDfdfdDUfdua)D)D)UfdJJfdUJJfd^DiUfd 
jJuuoiuD)UUfdfdfd&0)jJJJJ->fOJJjJjJfdJJU(du<d 
UfdfdfdO)fdD)UCn&-ujjfdfdfdUD)jJjJjJfdU(dfdD)jj 
jjfd(dDi«dfdJJfdC5>0iDiUfdJJUUUJJDifdu&fdCnfdfd 
D)D)fd u cnjjjj D)fdJ-> UfdJJfUU-u (dJJjJjJfdJJjJjJ fd u 
fdfdfdfdD)jJD)UUCy)UJJjJjJfi3UfdJJjJfdJJUDiJJfdu 
fddiD)D)UUUfduuD)D)fdJJUJJjJUfdfdJJjJCnfdfdfd 

U 0)D)Di-U D)fd U tJ) U UJJ D)D)JJ & D)fd fd fd D)U DlD)D)U 

D)fdDiJJUfdD)0>fdfdfdfdD)-U(dJJJJUU&D)UfdJJUDi 

&fdfd&uufdUfdJJjJfT3JJfdJJjJJJJJfdD)JJUU&D)fd 
fd6>jJjJfdCJ)UDiuufdDiuuDifOJJ(TJfdJJfdUfdcnD)D) 
UfdDifdfdJJUJJUfdJJjJUJJjJUfdfdDDD^jJ&UfdDiD) 

OjjfdfdiJfdfdJJfduoiODiuJJjJUUJJfdUJJ&UfdJJjJ 
^-s fdUfdfdJJ&fdD)DlO)OiUxJfdUfdD)OD)D^JJD)JJ&-tJOi 
cnoiUJJjJjJjJfdfdJJD^cdfdfdUftJJjJfd&uujJjJDifd 

^ri D)D)fdUD)fdfdfdfdJJD>UD)fTJUUiJUJJJJ4JUfdfd-UD) 

kD cnuDiUJJjJjJUUt3)(dD)UfdJJfdUJj^uufdUfdDiD) 

— UD)DiJJJJfdD)DiUfdfdfdD)^0)DiO)JJJJD)JJfdfdJJJJfd 
LL ufdCTifdUfd(dD)fdUfdDiD)DiJJJJfflJJJJO^JJ<dfdfd&0) 



SUBSmrUTE sheet (rule 26) 



^099/25859 



PCT/CA98/01065 



21/39 
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VDCMOO^OV£)CNOO^OVO<NOO^OVr)fMOO'^OVX)CNOO^OV£) 

u^vbvo^^aDCX>o^<T\01HTHCNC^3ro^^Lnli^^^-r-ooooa^oo 
t7i0)(d4JaJ0)UJJ4JU4JO5OcnD)yuU4Ju 

xJUUxJUD)0)OxJD)U-UOU(daJaJj->uD)a5DiyD)Di5 

iJUCnD)maJxJCnD)C7)-UfdxJcOAJcdDODiO)-Ufq^Ofdo 
iJUxJoimu&ucnuuuDi^UJJfdyuu^udiu^cn 
u m u-u Olfd oixj fdJJ D)4J ro u au d Dioicd & fCD)Cn-u 

(d (d CnAJ DiD)CnO)-u 0)tnj-> fd u cntdxj 0)D)y Ufd OjOjoJ u 

D)&4-»0)D>0)0)xJDi-UUU4JUJJxJ(dU(dfdOjU 

jJU(dfd4JUxj(d&Diuu(d(dO)i-><d&(dODiouu(doi 
jJUiJUU(dU(d(dJJUU(dUJJDitdxJ&4J{d[d(dUi-»j-> 

u U-U cnoJ rdJJjJ 0)(d (dJJ D)j-» dij-> (d-u oj-) fdJ-> 0>(d ujj 

D)Di(d&D)(dUUDiUrdD)fdUDiO)a3(dDiuaiD)fdU4-»JJ 
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OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
CNOO^OUJfMOO'^O^CNOO^OVDtNOO^OVOCNOO^OVOCN 

^HS^p^r^^"^ln^D<X)^-^-ooo^o^oor^c^lc^l^nr^^lnL^»vo 
nrinnjjjjrnunlnJOiuucdnJ&utdOOiflaiooi-UrtJtd 

r)l-n(r(jJt)jJxJiJ(IlU<04-'(d«J<dfl3Ol<d«0lTJU(dD) O) -U (0 

CnO)(OJJC7)-UUUOO»-iJUy<OD)i^CnO>yOO)UOD)UAJ 
(TltJ»4JO)UU4JU4JUiT3Di4J'0«0D'O'UUjdy-UyxJi5U 

uo)S^S^1ou^<0(Cu&u^^yD)urCijyuy 

DiiJDixJf«D»cnU4JCn4JU(d(«2^l2y»u-^OiuuuaJm 

ou(aD)D)U&uaJu&d)dyq)jJUf^|0O«y2>cncn2R' 

(t5AJfO(OUDxJUUiJDixJ&U4J(dUDD)yD)yD)-Ud»AJ 

uuxJDiD)DiD>nJUU4JD)-iJCn(d4J&DiJ-jycny(0yd5 

(dU4J<CUJ-l»0-«J<6UUUD«0«0OOlU(0ifl-iJ<d4J|C|0(d 

oCjifOD-uuDiurCiJCnAJCnDinscnouucnuycnDio^u 

CO (t5ijf04JCnfd4J(OU+JO)nJUDlU(T5rOcOUUD)«OiJ-Ut3)y 

CD rnaJnrniJaJaJJ->UU(CUU4->0>D>C3>nJUtn4JO).OUJJtn 
F- 4JU(OD)AJaJtJ)UU(OUAJD>AJUUAJy&OD)U2yrq-U 
Li. (Tj(0UD)O»-i-'«0DiU-UUCnUDlUJ-iO>'0«CDi'0D)'0«0-i->t3l 
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oooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

OO^OV£>CN3CX)^OVD(N3CX)^OVD(NOO^OVDCNOO^OVO(NOO 

vo^^cx)cx)cri0^o^HTHr^(Nro^^LnL^^r^^^ooooo^oo1-^TH 

p-^[-^p^t-^f^t^00CO000000CO00CO00CX)0000000000CX)O^O^<T>O^ 

D)D)C7)aJ D)D)U-U fO D)D)cd U fd *d U D)XJ 0)0)0 U-u 

(rJO)J-)0)UO)U4JUUaUO)UDO)m(tJUrdUa3tOjJ4JU 

fdUfdU4JD)fdU4-»unJj-JUO)<dO(d-uO)OO)Uf0a3fdO) 
r5oi(0O)-u&u(dL)i-»O)O)U(dO)O)^-uo)UJ-»O)yjJ4J4J 

U(d(lJOdfd4JO)fdUi->UO)4J-u>D)4J't5UUJJO|0O)UO) 
aJU4-JaJUiJO)J-*D)J-*J-*O)'^4JfdfdO)<0D)O)tdf0O)i-)(dO) 
0)0)CJ0)-tJU-uufdaJ(da3a30)-uaJU-U0)0)aJ(dOUUxJ 
4Jaj(diJfd-uf>4J0)D)UOiJ0)O)J-J0)0)U(dU(dU(d0)U 

fd O) JJ u fd 0) J-> cd4Jj->(dD)cdO)4J4JD)UUO)fdO)0)UU 
0)O(d-u)0)O)(d4JU0)(d0)0i0)fd(d0)0)UUOD)aJj-)U4-> 
(dJJ0)U-i-)fdUD)0)a50)-uD)L)jJUD)CJ0)-UfdU(d(dfd(d 
0)j-JO)(d-u<dUJ-»{dD)aJ-ujjfducd-uuu4-»cduo(dU4J 
u(d(d D)(dO)-ufdDiD)fd4-»-u 0)4-> D)j->u 0)UO)D)0)(d 0)U 
cd(dfd(duua3UDiOD)4->0)4->fdO)(dJ->cjrd(dtd(dfdO)D) 
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Subcloning of the SFV replicon 
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PpuMI 
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EcoRV 



Cut with EcoRV and Spel and 
isolate the EcoRV-Spel fragment 

EcoRV-Spel fragment (8010 bp) 
EcyRI EcyR I 



EcoRI Spj el 



Cut with EcoR I and isolate the EcoRV-EcoRI (1906 bp), 
2 EcoRI-EcoRI (1578 bp & 3627 bp) and EcoRI-Spel (399 bp) 
restriction fragments for subcloning 



EcoRV-EcoRl fragment 
(1906 bp) 



i 



EcoRI-EcoRI fragment 
(1578 bp) 



EcoRI-EcoRl fragment 
(3627 bp) 



EcoRI-Spel fragment 
(899 bp) 



FIG.7 
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Construction of pMP76 
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BamHr ^EcoRI 
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cut pMP70 with EcoRl 



cut pMP53 with EcoRI and BamHl 

^ isolate the 2151 bp EcoRl 

,EcoRV fragment and dephosphorylate it 

EcoRI (d ephos) EcoRI (dep hos) 

Rabbit 
p-globin 
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BaniHr ^EcoRl 



Ligation 

cut ligation reaction with EcoRV and 
purify the 4057 bp EcoRV-EcoR I fragment 
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Constaiction of pMP76 
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Construction of pMP53 & pMP54 
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Construction of pMP55 
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cut pMP54 with Spel and make blunt-ended with Mung Bean nuclease 
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. . .TCCGAAGGAGGACGCACGTCCACTCGGATGGCTAAGGGAGA 
. . .AGGCTTCCTCCTGCGTGCAGGTGAGCCTACCGATTCCCTCTCTAG 
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Construction of pMP52 
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Construction of pMP46 & pMP47 
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Construction of pMP70 

T 

cutpMP46 with PpuMI 
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Make blunt-ended with^Mung Bean nuclease 

ligate with the rabbit p-globin Intron II PGR fragment 
In Fig.1 that was made blunt-ended with Mung 
Bean nuclease and was then phosphorylated 
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Construction of pMP71 
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Construction of pMP71 (confd) 
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three-way ligation 
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